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William Brown was one of the
most important Irish military 
commanders in the Argentine
War of Independence and was

also a founder of the 
Argentine navy. 

William Brown was born in 
Foxford County  Mayo in 1777 
and died in Argentina in 1857.
In Dublin docklands stands a 

statue of Admiral William Brown.



William Brown 

His Early Life: 
William grew up in a small cottage in Foxford, Co Mayo until 

the age of ten, when he moved to America with his father. 
Not long after they emigrated William’s father died, leaving 

him an orphan in a strange new country. 

However young Brown began working as a cabin boy and later
joined the British Royal Navy as a midshipman, taking part in 

many battles against the Spanish and the French during the many battles against the Spanish and the French during the 
Napoleonic wars. In 1801 Brown was captured by the French

and imprisoned. The following year he was released in a swap 
with a French prisoner and he made his way back to England, 

where he resumed his career in the merchant navy.  

His Rise to Prominence:



William Brown 

His Rise to Prominence:

His Later Life :

Due to the political intrigues of the era William Brown lost his rank 
and fortune, but when Argentina was threatened again in 1826,

by the newly emerged Brazilian navy with its captured Portugese 
fleet, Brown was quickly recalled to defend Argentina 

and re-build its navy. 
Due to his great successes he was eventually appointed governor of 
Buenos Aires.  By Buenos Aires.  By 1845 the British and French navys had become a 
constant threat however despite the fact that Argentina lost battles
 to their Anglo French foes, it is generally regarded that they “won”
the peace as the losses they inflicted on the Anglo French were so 

great that they were forced to sue for peace and lift the 
blockade of the Rio De Plata.

 



Lesson Plans 

Resources

William Brown William Brown 



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 3.



Lesson Plan 3.



Bernardo O’Higgins 

FILE

CHILE

SLIGO

Bernardo was the son of an Irishman
Ambrose O’Higgins, Spanish Governor 

of Chile, who was born in 
Ballinary, County Sligo. 

His mother was Isabel Riquelme, 
the daughter of a wealthy local 

Chilean landowneChilean landowner.

Bernardo O’Higgins was born 
in Chile, South America, 
in 1778 and died in Peru, 

South America in 1842.



Bernardo O’Higgins 

His Early Life: 
Bernardo was the son of an Irishman Ambrose O’Higgins, 

Spanish Governor of Chile, who was born in Ballinary, 
County Sligo. His mother was Isabel Riquelme, the daughter

of a wealthy local Chilean landowner. The couple did not marry 
however and Bernardo was sent to Lima in Peru and London in 

England to complete his education.

In EnIn England he became acquainted with the Venezuelan 
revolutionary Francisco de Miranda and was initiated into a 
secret society, Lautaro Masonry, who were pledged to fight 
for independence from Spain. When Bernardo’s father died 

he inherited his large estates in Chile. 
 

Bernardo was now a rich man with a huge estate in the south of Chile.
However following Napoleon’s conquest of Spain, the South American 
colonies, including Chile, became a battle ground between those who
wanted to remain loyal to Spain and those who sought independence 

for Chile. 
When Civil War began in 1810, Bernardo received some military 

training from Irishman John MacKenna a famous mercenatraining from Irishman John MacKenna a famous mercenary.
Despite his lack of military experience, Bernardo O’Higgins became

 one of the leading commanders of the rebel 
independent army and achieved 

many famous victories. 

His Rise to Prominence:



Bernardo O’Higgins 

His Rise to Prominence:

His Later Life :

O’Higgins courage became legendary and under his leadership at the 
battle of Maipu in 1818 the Loyalists were defeated. 

When politics returned to normality O’Higgins became the First 
Authority of an independent Chile. 

Perhaps he was influenced by his Irish heritage and his mother’s Andean 
roots, for he abolished nobility titles, officially ended slavery and 

iimproved changes in education and health. 
He is also credited with important public works. 

He joined with Argentine military leader Jose de Martin, who was
also a member of the secret revolutionary society Lautaro Masonary,

to liberate Peru. 



Lesson Plans 

Resources

Bernardo O’Higgins 



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 3.



Lesson Plan 3.
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John Riley Bronze Statue
in the Plaza San Jacinto,
San Angel, Mexico city.

John Riley was born in 
Clifden, County Galway in 1817 
and died in Veracruz, Mexico 

in 1850.  



4BO�1BUSJDJPTJohn Riley 
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His Early Life: 
John Riley was born at a time in Ireland of great poverty,
high unemployment and food shortages. At an early age he

emigrated to Canada and joined the British army. 
He became an experienced artillery sergeant. Riley later

travelled to the USA where he enlisted in the army. 
The US army high command at that time  had a strong
AnAnglo-Protestant core and Catholics and Irishmen like

Riley experienced much prejudice. 

The Irish famine of 1845 forced thousands of Irish to 
emigrate to the USA and many joined the US army. 

While serving near the USA-Texas border John Riley witnessed 
widespread prejudice against local Mexicans and as an Irishman

identified with their plight of being threatened by their white 
Anglo-Saxon neighbours. Riley deserted the US army and approached 

the Mexican President, General Santa Anna and offered to establish an 
Irish Brigade to support Mexico. Santa Anna promoted him to Major 

in his ain his army. Riley initially recruited over 50 Irish soldiers for the 
Battalion. Their flag was green with a harp on one side and an emblem

of Mexico on the other.
 When the USA illegally invaded Mexico in 1846, war began and many 

of the mainly Catholic Irish soldiers witnessed the destruction of 
catholic churches and the terrible treatment of local Mexicans. 

Over 240 deserted to join Riley’s Brigade, which was called
 ‘Los San  ‘Los San Patricios’. 

His Rise to Prominence:



4BO�1BUSJDJPTJohn Riley 
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His Rise to Prominence:

His Later Life :

The San Patricios fought alongside the Mexican army in the battles 
of Monterrey, Batalla de Buenavista and the most well-known 

battle of Churubusco, where despite being greatly out numbered the 
San Patricios inflicted heavy losses on the Americans. 

When they eventually surrendered as 
soldiers of the Mexican army, they were branded on their face 

with “D” with “D” for deserter. Forty-eight were tortured and hanged by the 
Americans following a military court-martial. 

The brutal manner of their execution is still remembered in Mexico. 
John Riley was branded on both cheeks and

 condemned to hard labour in prison.
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John Riley 

Lesson Plans 

Resources



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 3.



Lesson Plan 3.



Eliza Lynch

FILE

Paraguay

Eliza lived with her family until the 
age of ten when her family moved to

Paris, France to escape the 
Great Famine. 

She moved to Paraguay in 1854

Charlesville

Eliza Lynch was a famous Cork 
woman who was known as the

 “Queen of Paraguay”.
Eliza was born in Charlesville, 

Co. Cork 



Eliza Lynch

Her Early Life: 
Eliza Lynch was born in Charlesville, Co. Cork where she lived 
with her family until the age of ten. In 1845 her family moved 

to Paris, France to escape the Great Famine in Ireland. 
Not much is known about her early life in Paris other than that 

she was a noted beauty. 

When she was 16 she married a French Officer by the name 
of Xof Xavier Quatrefages.

She accompanied him to Algeria where he was stationed for duty.
This marriage was never recognised as official by the authorities 

due to Eliza’s young age, and so when she was 18 years old she 
left her husband and moved back to Paris to live with her mother.  

In 1854, Eliza met General Francisco Solano Lopez, the son of the ruler 
of Paraguay, who was in training with the Napoleonic army in Paris. 

She and the General began a relationship which led to Eliza 
accompanying him back to his native country Paraguay the same year. 

Although they never officially married, the couple had six children 
together and lived as husband and wife.

Eliza Lynch was a charasmatic woman and was regarded as a heroine in Eliza Lynch was a charasmatic woman and was regarded as a heroine in 
her new country of Paraguay and popular with the ordinary people. 

Once General Lopez succeeded his father as 
Dictator of Paraguay, 

she became the un-official
 ‘Queen of Paraguay’. 

Her Rise to Prominence:



Eliza Lynch

Her Rise to Prominence:

Her Later Life :

She was a lover of the fine arts and organised lavish public festivals. 
However in 1864, Lopez’s military and political ambitions eventually 

led Paraguay into a catastrophic war against Brazil, Argentina, and 
Uruguay. The war lasted six years and had drastic effects on the 

residents of Paraguay. As much as 90% of the male population and 
over 50% of the female population were lost as a result of the war.

Brazil captured the capital and Lynch and Lopez Brazil captured the capital and Lynch and Lopez fled the city with 
their six children. 

In 1870, after two months on the run, the family 
was caught by Brazilian forces. Eliza witnessed the execution of her 

partner Lopez and her oldest son; she buried them both with her 
bare hands in the jungles of Paraguay.  



Lesson Plans 

Resources

Eliza Lynch



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 3.



Lesson Plan 3.



Lesson Plan 3.



John Devereux 

FILE

Venezuela

John was born and raised in 
County Wexford, Ireland.

and died in England in 1860.
Like his father William a local 

merchant, he fought in the 1798
 rebellion in Wexford.

Wexford

John Devereux was an army 
officer and recruiter for the 

Irish Legion in 
Simón Bolívar's army. 



John Devereux 

When John Devereux’s father died in prison, John was exiled and 
went to France and engaged in merchant shipping between America and

France. In 1815 while working in Baltimore, America, he travelled 
down the South American coast to an old shipping port, Cartagena, in 

what is now Colombia. 
He arrived in Cartagena with a shipment of guns,

just as Simón Bolívajust as Simón Bolívar, a famous Venezuelan revolutionary leader of the 
South American independence movement was going into exile. 

Devereux immediately identified and sympathised with Bolivar and 
offered to recruit an army of 5,000 Irishmen ready with guns and 

proper training to fight in Bolivar’s service. 

Devereux travelled to Buenos Aires, Argentina and Haiti 
to raise funds for his ambitious recruitment plans for 

Bolivar’s Irish Legion.
He arrived in Ireland in 1818 to begin recruitment. 

He benefited from the relative peace that followed the defeat of 
Napoleon and the political stability and alliances between the great 

European powers. European powers. 
There were thousands of ex- soldiers looking for work and many 

people joined the Irish Legion with the hopes of making their 
fortune in South America. 

Daniel O’Connell supported Devereux’s plans and encouraged his 
son Morgan to join. 

His Rise to Prominence:

His Early Life:



John Devereux 

His Rise to Prominence:

His Later Life :

The first group of the Legion landed on Margarita Island off the 
Venezualan coast in November 1819 and the rest arrived in April 1820.

Unfortunately right from the start the enterprise encountered huge
logistical problems including lack of rations and accommodation for 

the newly recruited soldiers. 
Anger mounted following an attack at Rio Hacha where huge casulties

occuoccurred. Lack of preparation and management saw the Legion 
numbers dwindle and most of the Irish were evacuated to Jamaica 

for transportation home. 
Devereux, as commander of the Irish Legion, had so far led from his 
base in England, but eventually travelled to Venezuala months after 
his Legion had departed. Despite the recriminations that followed, 

Bolivar promoted Devereux to the rank of Major General. 

In 1823 Bolivar appointed John Devereux as Colombian Envoy
to the Courts of Northern Europe. His luck changed in 1825 
when he was arrested by the Austro-Hungarian authorities 

and imprisoned in Venice. On his release he returned to 
America and also continued to visit South America. 

Despite its failure Devereux’s Irish Legion was viewed by 
Bolivar and his coBolivar and his compatriots as a gallant attempt to support 

the cause of the Independence movements in South America.
 John Devereux died in London in 1860 aged 82.



John Devereux 

FILE

Venezuela

John was born and raised in 
County Wexford, Ireland.

and died in England in 1860.
Like his father William a local 

merchant, he fought in the 1798
 rebellion in Wexford.

Wexford

John Devereux was an army 
officer and recruiter for the 

Irish Legion in 
Simón Bolívar's army. 

Lesson Plans 

Resources

John Devereux 



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 1.



Lesson Plan 2.
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Lesson Plan 2.



Lesson Plan 3.



Lesson Plan 3.



Lesson Plan 3.









10 Chilean Pesos banknote featuring General Bernardo O'Higgins Riquelme. 
Image source: https://www.banknotes.com/cl150.htm 

Images of influential people in history are often selected to be placed on coins and bank notes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Choose one of the Irish figures in Latin America that we have learned about who you feel deserves to 
be on a bank note. Design a bank note for that person.  
Provide an explanation for why you feel this person deserves to appear on the bank note. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why this person deserves to be on a bank note: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

































John Devereux the Hero 
 

 



John Devereux the Villain 
 




